STAGES 1&2a

SPIRITUAL WARFARE
STAGE ONE: SPIRITUAL WAR IN HEAVEN

(1) Rev.12:7-8 “War arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought, but they were defeated and there was no longer any place for them in heaven.”
    We're not told in the Word of God when this war started, only that it did. Because of this we won’t get into discussions about it, because it's what followed afterward which concerns us.

(2) Rev.l2:9 “The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan; the deceiver of the whole world; he is thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.”

    Don't get carried away with names and places here though, because our view of time and space doesn't necessarily fit into the spiritual realm. 

(3) Rev.12:12 “Let heaven rejoice then, and those who dwell in it. But woe to you earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short.”

STAGE TWO: SPIRITUAL WAR CONTINUES ON EARTH

    This throwing down of Satan causes real trouble for those on earth, where the second stage of this great spiritual war takes place, but for this we need to go back to the beginning, back to when God made man perfect, just like himself; 

(4) Gen.1:27 “God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”

    And in fact God made him to be his son;
(5) Luke 3:38 “Adam, the son of God.”

    Then, because he made Adam to be his son, he gave him the right to choose which way to go.  So he created a situation for the man to believe his Word. 

(6) Gen.2:16-17 “The Lord God commanded the man saying, “You may eat freely of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you will die.”

    He now done the same for us today; he has created a situation for us also, as shown in;

(7) Jh.3:16 “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.”

    But back to Eden; the Devil enters the picture and starts to create doubt in a very subtle way, saying in,

(8) Gen.3:1 “The serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree of the garden?

    In answering the Devil, the woman changes and weakens the Word, corrupting it. 

(9) Gen.3:2-3. The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”

    But God hadn't called it in a vague way, 'a tree in the middle of the garden', which could have been any of the trees there. No, he'd been very specific, calling it by its proper name, “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”  Neither had he said anything about touching it.  Nor had he merely suggested that they might die, but had clearly said, “In the day that you eat of it, you shall die.”  

    It's so easy for us to rob ourselves of the power of God's Word by watering it down, changing it, adding to it or taking from it, which we’re commanded over and over again not to do. 

(10) Deut.4:2 “You shall not add to, or take from, the word which I command you.”
(11) Deut.12:32 “Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not add to it, or take from it.”
(12) Prov.30:6 “Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you, and you be found a liar.”
(13) 2Cor.4:2 “We have renounced disgraceful, underhand ways; we refuse to practice cunning, or to tamper with God’s Word.”
(14) Rev.22:18-19 “I warn every one who hears the words of the prophesy of this book; if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophesy, God will take away his share in the tree of life, and in the holy city, which are described in this book.”

    Now that the doubt had been sown, by the Devil's word, and God's Word had been corrupted, it was very easy for the Devil to enlarge the lie, and in the process to accuse God himself of lying. 

(15) Gen.3:4-5 “The serpent said to the woman, “You will not die. God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
SPIRITUAL WARFARE; Sect 2b
    In Sect 1 we looked at how easily man left the purity of God’s Word, and accepted the lie of the devil. Much later, we see mankind, still following the Devil's lead, again doing the same thing. 

(1) Rom.1:25 “They exchanged the truth about God for a lie; (or changed the truth about God into a lie) and worshiped and served the creature, rather than the Creator, who is blessed for ever.”

    As natural men and women we are so easily fooled by our natural senses;

(2) Gen.3:6 “When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate it, and she gave some to her husband, and he ate it.”

     But if we would only follow the example of Jeremiah in;
(3) Jer.15:16 “Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became for me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, Lord God of hosts.”

    If we would joyfully obey the command of Jesus in;

(4) Jh.8:31-32 “Jesus said, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, you shall know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”

    But back to the Garden of Eden! The whole picture changes; man, had been made in God's likeness, perfect in every way, as we’re told in:

(5) Gen.1:31 “God saw everything he had made, and it was very good.”

    Man, who had been destined to be a child of the Most High God, as we’ve already seen in Sect 1, now takes on the nature of God's enemy, the Devil, and so, the imagination of his heart became evil right from that point on. 

(6) Gen.8:21 “The imagination of man’s heart is evil, right from his youth.”
    We see that the perfect man’s heart is now corrupted;

(7) Jer.17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately corrupt, who can understand it.” 

    And our hearts, right from the moment of our conception, were exactly the same, corrupt; 

(8) Eph.2:3 “Among these we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of body and mind, and so we were children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” 

    Yet now, because of what Jesus did on Calvary, we read in;

(9) 1Jh.5:19 “We know that we are of God and the whole world is in the power of the evil one.” 
    But back again to the scene in Genesis chapters two and three; the situation seemed so hopeless for man, just as it was for us without Christ. And we read in;

(10) Eph.2:12 “Remember that you were once separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in your world.”

    Having so easily deceived the man and the woman, the Devil thought he had won the war on earth which he lost in heaven, and seemed to have usurped God. The Spirit talks about this in; 

(11) Is.14:12-14 “How you have fallen from heaven, Day Star, son of the dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid low the nations! You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven: above the stars of God. I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far north. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds. I will make myself like the Most High.”

    The devil had been created “full of wisdom and perfect in beauty”;

(12) Ezek.28:12b-13a “You were the signet of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering.”

    He was blameless;

(13) Ezek.28:15 “You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, till iniquity was found in you.
    Until his pride took over;

(14) Ezek.28:17a “Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendour.

    And that had to have happened very quickly, because we see in;

(15) 1Jh.3:8 Jesus said, “He who commits sin is of the devil, for the devil sinned from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.”
    The devil had never accepted the truth of God’s Word in his heart, as we read in;

(16) Jh.8:44 Again Jesus said, “You are of your father, the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and did not abide in the truth, because the truth was never in him. When he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, because he is a liar, and the father of lies.”
SPIRITUAL WARFARE

GOD ENTERS THE PICTURE IN JESUS CHRIST: Stage 3

    (1) Acts 2:22-24 “Men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs, which God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know; this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. But God raised him up; having loosed the pangs of death; for it was not possible for him to be held by it.”

    If we remember stages one and two! War starts in heaven, and continues on earth, where Satan thought he was winning; and as Jesus hung dying on the cross he thought he was continuing to win this great spiritual war here on earth. What an awful shock it was for him to find Jesus alive again, three days later.

    What the Devil did not, and could not, understand, was that everything which was happening was with God's fore-knowledge and was according to his pre-arranged plan. 
    (2) Eph.1:3-4 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundations of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.”

    And we who believe what God has done for us in Christ Jesus; we who had been the devils pawns in this war; have now become the recipients of all that our God planned for us.

    (3) Jh.3:16 “God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

    God's love for his creation was so great that it compelled him to send his only begotten Son to redeem it; to buy it back from the power of sin and Satan; because, under law, the penalty for our sin was, as we read in;

    (4) Ezek.18:4 “-- the soul that sins will die.”

    Jesus paid the price of a life for a life; the penalty which the law required, and which the Devil demanded.

(5) Col.2:13-15 “We, who were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of our flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, having cancelled the bond which stood against us with its legal demands, this he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the principalities and powers, and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in him!”

    For Satan there was also the dawning realization, that in the process, Jesus, by his death and resurrection, had broken forever the power of the law, and the power which the Devil had held through its penalty in the lives of those who would believe God. 

(6) 1Cor.15:45 “It is written, “The first Adam became a living being,” but the last Adam became a life giving Spirit.”

    The Devil's absolute power was broken in our lives, and everything reverted back to the situation in the Garden of Eden, except in reverse.  Instead of us being in the situation of the 'first Adam', who started from a position of perfection, and fell from it by believing the Devil's lie, we have now became like ‘the last Adam’ because we have truly believed what Jesus Christ did.

(7) Rom.5:10 “If, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.”

(8) 2Cor.3:18 “We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another. And this comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”

    We have gone from a position of being God's enemies, to one of being changed into his perfect children, by the mighty power of the indwelling Spirit of Christ;

(9) 1Pet.l:23 “You have been born anew, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and abiding Word of God.”

    Prior to our putting our hope in God's action in Jesus Christ; which we did by his grace and favour alone; we were all in a position of being the Devil's pawns in this war. We were the victims and the prize, but now that we have been reborn of God's Seed; now that we’re filled with the Spirit of his Son; we are compelled by love to throw ourselves wholeheartedly into this war. What a privilege! So therefore, we must wholeheartedly obey the Master’s command of:

(10) Eph.6:10-13 “Be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armour of God that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil; for we are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, take the whole armour of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to continue to stand.”

    Because Jesus said in;

(11) Jh.6:37-39 “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and he who comes to me I will not cast out; for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, and that I should loose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day.”

    After the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, our God could have wrapped up this war at any time. But his objective, in allowing it to continue, is, as we’ve already seen, to save, rescue and completely deliver all his people, in whatever generation, from the dominion of Satan. 
    And in this saving, rescuing, and delivering we’re not talking about the backslidden, but about those who are now in the same position we ourselves were once in. 

(12) Eph.2:1-3 “He made us alive when we were dead through the trespasses and sins in which we once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience. Among these we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of body and mind, and so we were children of wrath like the rest of mankind.”

    We’re talking about the people whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life since before the foundation of the world;

(13) Rev.21:27 “Nothing unclean shall enter the New Jerusalem, nor anyone who practices abominations or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.”

(14) Eph.l:4 “God chose us in Christ before the foundations of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.”

    We’re talking about those who are chosen, but who don't yet know of this fact.
(15) Jude V.22-23 “Convince some who doubt. Save some by snatching them out of the fire. On some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment spotted by the flesh!” And we must act this way!
    Of course we don't know which people still fall into that category, so we must go to the 'whole creation'. We must realise that while this Great War was started both in heaven and on earth by the devil; and many of us Christians think only in terms of defence in regard to it; nevertheless, it is vital for us that we now change that view, knowing it is high time for us to take the offensive and become the aggressors, driving deep into enemy territory to release those whose names are in the Book of Life, but who are still held captive by the devil, just as we ourselves once were.

(16) 1Pet.2:21 “To this you have been called, because Christ also suffered, leaving us an example that we should follow in his steps.”
    This is what we’re now called to do by being fully available to the Spirit, so that he may fulfil in us the words of the prophet which Jesus applied to himself in;

(17) Luke 4:18-19 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 

    The same words which the Spirit now wants to accomplish in us, so that the scripture may be fulfilled in.

(18) Col.1;24 Paul said, “I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, the church.”

    Just as we’re told in;

(19) 1Jh.3:16 “By this we know love that Christ laid down his life for us, so we ought to lay down or lives for the brethren.”

    Remember also, God knows who are his, and he will lead us in his ways; 

(20) 2Tim.2:19 “God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal, “The Lord knows who are his.” So, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.”
    In all of this we must remember we are not fighting a worldly, natural war, though many times it will appear to spill over into the physical. 

(21) 2Cor.10:3-5 “Though we live in the world, we are not carrying on a worldly war, for the weapons of our warfare are not worldly, but have divine power to pull down strongholds. We destroy arguments, and every proud obstacle to the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive in order to obey Christ.”

    We must always remember our enemies are not people, no matter what we may feel at times. 

(22) Eph.6:12 “We are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
SPIRITUAL WARFARE 4a

IDENTIFYING OUR REAL ENEMIES; First, THE DEVIL; Part 1
    What a lot of people in the western world’s churches don’t seem to realise today, is that the devil still has the power to attack us physically, if our God allows him to, just as he did with Job in;

(1) Job 2:1-8 “There was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came to present himself before the Lord. And the Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the Lord, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil? He still holds fast his integrity, although you moved me against him, to destroy him without a cause.” Then Satan answered the Lord, “Skin for skin. All that a man has he will give for his life. But put forth your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.” The Lord said to Satan, “He is in your hand, only spare his life.”

    Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and afflicted Job with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. And he took a potsherd with which to scrape himself, and he sat among the ashes.

    Remember his sustained attack on Paul also in?

(2) 2Cor.12:7-9 “To keep me from being too elated because of the abundance of revelations given to me, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger from Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I besought the Lord about this, that it should leave me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” I will all the more gladly boast of my weakness, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ then, I am content with weakness, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities, for when I am weak, then I am strong.”

    And then we have the eighteen year bondage of a woman as recorded in;

(3) Luke 13:11-16 “There was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent over, and could not straighten herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called her and said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your infirmity.” And he laid his hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she praised God. 

    But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be healed, not on the Sabbath.” The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites, does not each of you untie his ox on the Sabbath, or his ass from the manger, and lead it away to water it? And ought this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound these eighteen years, be loosed from that bond on the Sabbath day?”
    It must surely be obvious just how important the Spirit’s warning to us is in this time that we live in; a time of such extremes; so many opportunities for the devil to ensnare us, if we’re not on guard, continually!

(4) 1Pet.5:8-10 “Be sober, be watchful! Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour; resist him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same experience of suffering is required of your brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, establish and strengthen you.”

    The devil’s favorite means of attack would appear to be through our emotions; fear being the most common. I’m sure we can each recall times when it came in like a tidal wave, threatening to swamp us; a wave of unreasoning, unfounded terror. But remember, the Word tells us in;

(5) 2Tim.l:7 “God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but of power, of love and of self-control.” 

    So this fear is not from our God, therefore, resist, and say an emphatic, No!

    And because we have been given a spirit of self-control, we can take the control of our emotions out of the Devil's hands. We decide who, and what, controls us. 

(6) Rom 8:15 “For we did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but we have received the spirit of sonship.”

    We must never, even for a moment, forget that our past is gone, washed away in the blood of Jesus Christ;

(7) Eph.2:1-7 “And you he made alive, when you were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit which is now at work in the sons of disobedience. Among these we all one lived in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of body and mind, and so we were by nature, children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ; by grace you have been saved; and raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness towards us, in Christ Jesus.”
    We need to always remember, and know, not just believe, the truth of;

(8) 1Peter 1:18-19 “You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things like silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as that of a Lamb without blemish or spot.”

    Then again the devil attacks us through our minds; the, 'I'm not able' or 'It's too hard' approach. I'm sure you know what I mean. But the Word tells us in;

(9) 2Cor.l0:5 “We destroy arguments, and every proud obstacle to the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive, in order to obey Christ.”

     We must understand that the arguments being talked about in that passage are not primarily those between people, but rather those which rage inside us, between the spirit (the new nature), and the flesh (the old nature), because we see in; 

(10) Gal.5:17 “The desires of the flesh are against the spirit, and the desires of the spirit are against the flesh. These are opposed to each other to prevent us from doing what we would.”

     These arguments which we’re bombarded with are between the truth of God’s Word, which is in our new nature, and the lie of the Devil, still very active in our bodies of flesh. It’s Genesis chapters two and three all over again!
     Then, of course, the devil also attacks us through our desires; trying to change them into out of control lusts, focusing on self; just as he attempted to do with Jesus in the mountain top. 

(11) Matt.4:8-11 “The devil took Jesus to a high mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Begone, Satan! For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.”

(12) Luk.4:5-8 “The devil took Jesus up, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, and said to him, To you I will give all this authority, and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. If you will worship me, it shall be yours.”

    And we read in;

(13) Luke 4:9-13 “The devil took Jesus to Jerusalem, and set him on the pinnacle of the temple, and he said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, “He will give his angels charge over you, to guard you,” and, “On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.” And Jesus said to him, “It is said, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.” And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him till an opportune time.”
     And, of course, the devil also attacks us spiritually, as he did Peter, to get us to deny knowing; or be ashamed of knowing; Jesus, the Word of God, particularly when we feel we might be faced with ridicule for his sake. 

(14) Luke 22:31-34 Jesus said, “Simon, Simon, Satan has demanded to have you, that he may sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail, and when you turn again, strengthen your brethren.” And he said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go prison and to death.” He said to him, “I tell you Peter, the cock will not crow this day until you deny me three times.”

SPIRITUAL WARFARE: 4b

IDENTIFYING OUR REAL ENEMIES; First, THE DEVIL: Part 2
    The devil attacks us spiritually, as he did Peter, to get us to deny knowing, or be ashamed of knowing, Jesus, the Word of God, particularly when we feel we might be faced with ridicule for his sake. 

(1) Luke 22:31-34 “Simon, Simon, Satan has demanded to have you, that he may sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail, and when you turn again, strengthen your brethren.” And he said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go prison and to death.” He said to him, “I tell you Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you deny me three times.”

    Later that night we see Jesus, after his arrest in;

(2) Luk.22:54-62 “They seized Jesus and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. Peter followed at a distance, and when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the court yard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. Then a maid, seeing him as he sat in the light, gazed at him and said, “This man also was with him.” But Peter denied it saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” And a little while later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” After an interval of about an hour still another one said, “Certainly this man was also with him, for he is a Galilean.” But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are saying.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock crows today, you will have denied me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.”

    Now remember what Jesus said in;

(3) Mk.8:38 “Whoever is ashamed of me, or of my words, before this sinful and adulterous generation, of him will the Son of man be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father, with the holy angles.”

    And remembering again what we’re told in;

(4) 2Tim.2:12 “If we endure, we shall also reign with him, if we deny him, he also will deny us.”
    Plus what David said to his son in;

(5) 1Chron.28:9 “And you Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve him with a whole heart and a willing mind; for the Lord searches all hearts, and knows every plan and thought. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will cast you off for ever.”
    We are very blessed that, just as in Peter's case, Jesus is now praying that our faith will not fail.  He stands with us all the way saying in; 
(6) Heb.l3:5 “I will never fail you, and I will never forsake you.”

    So we can have the confidence of;

(7) Heb.l3:6 “Therefore I will confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?” 

But do we really?

    We must remember;

(8) Titus 3:5 “He saved us, not because of deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue of his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration, and renewal in the Holy Spirit.”
    Now the devil also attacks us through his whispered accusations. This is possibly the most dangerous and least understood of all of the devil's methods of attack. It's very like what we call 'fifth column'; the enemy within the camp, the old flesh nature, which, if we’re not really listening to the Spirit, can be very hard to distinguish. To understand what we mean here it is necessary to remember, that in Jesus Christ we are seated in the heavenly places;

(9) Eph.2:6 “God raised us up with Christ, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”

    And so, in fact, we can hear with our spiritual ears what is being said in that realm; the accusations of the Devil;

(10) Rev.12:11 “The salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ, have come, for the accuser of the brethren has been thrown down, who accuse them day and night before our God.”

    And we again have a glimpse into that spiritual realm in;

(11) Job 1:6-11 “There was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them. The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the Lord, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down it.” And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil.” Then Satan answered the Lord, “Does job fear God for nothing? Have you not put a hedge about him and his house, and all that he has; on every side? Have you not blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. But put out your hand, and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.”
    Take note of it in this light.  When you're together with other Christians, watch for the 'thoughts' which come; the not so nice thoughts about our brothers and sisters. Stupid things like, 'Why do they talk like that?', or 'Why do they dress like that?' or even, 'Why do they sit like that?’ It may be things such as, 'They don't like me', or, 'I don't like them.'
    When this happens, and happen it will, instead of trying to push the supposed 'thoughts' away, tell the devil to go and leave you be. Tell him this on the authority of God’s Word, provided, of course, that you truly believe it. 

(12) Jas.4:7 “Submit yourselves to God; resist the devil, and he will flee.”

    You'll find the 'thoughts' disappear like smoke, because you see, it wasn't your thoughts that you were hearing but the voice of Satan, or the voice of the old flesh nature.  Resist him and he will flee, resist it and it will be silent. Remember we are seated in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
    Then the devil also attacks us through people.  We've all known the pain and anguish caused us by the words and actions of others, even if we're not so very aware of doing the same thing ourselves, as we’re told in.

(13) Rom.2:1 “You have no excuse, man, whoever you are, when you judge another; for in passing judgment upon him, you condemn yourself, because, you the judge are doing the same things.”

    Sadly, the greatest offenders in this area are those who should support us most. Remember what the Psalmist said in;

(14) Ps.41:9 “Even my bosom friend in whom I trusted, who ate of my bread, has lifted his heel against me.”

    Jesus quoted from the same passage in;

(15) Jh.13:18 “I am not speaking of you all. I know whom I have chosen. It is that the scripture might be fulfilled, “He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.”

    Paul pours out his complaint in;

(16) 2Cor.11:12-15 “What I do, I will continue to do, in order to undermine the claim of those who would like to claim that in their boasted mission they work on the same terms as we do. For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angle of light. So it is not strange that his servants disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.”
    And Paul again said in;

(17) Gal.1:8 “Even if we, or an angle from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one which we preached to you, let him be accursed.”

    We’re told of the opposition of ‘religious’ people, and its consequence, even in Jesus’ life;

(18) Jh.7:1-5 “Jesus went about in Galilee; he would not go into Judea, because the Jews sought to kill him. Now the Jewish feast of tabernacles was at hand. So his brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea that your disciples may see the works you are doing. For no man works in secret if he seeks to be know openly. If you do these things, show yourself to the world.” For even his brothers did not believe in him.”

    Now all this frantic activity by the devil is meant to stop us encroaching on his domain to rescue sinners, so that they too may begin to praise and glorify our great God and Father. Be encouraged! The devil can only go as far as our Father allows him.

(19) 1Cor.10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful and will not allow you to be tempted beyond your strength, but with the temptation he will provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.”
SPIRITUAL WARFARE 

Second Enemy, THE WORLD; Sect 4c

    Because the devil is the god of this world, the world is also our enemy;
(1) 2Cor.4:4 “In their case, the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the likeness of God.”

    The devil and his angels are the rulers of this world;

(2) Eph.6:12 “We are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
    And he is the controller of this world;

(3) 1Jh.5:19 “We know that we are of God, and the whole world is in the power of the evil one.” 

Or under the control of the evil one!
THEREFORE THE WORLD IS OUR ENEMY ALSO!!!
    We're not talking here about the world created by God. But, to a degree we are talking about the physical, man-made world of cities and fast living. But most of all, we’re talking about the world system of spiritual darkness, caused by THE FALL, when man believed the Devil lie, and rejected God's Word. This world system is maintained by mankind's old sin nature, and ruled by the Devil, remember; 

(4) Eph.6:12 “We are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
    We see the devil in action even against Jesus himself, trying to entice him with the glory and glitter of this world;

(5) Luk.4:5-7 “The devil took Jesus up, and showed him the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, and he said to him, “To you I will give all this authority, and their glory; for it has been delivered to me; and I give it to whom I will. If then, you will worship me, it shall be all yours.”

    And he attacks us through every form of the world’s media, which promotes, plays on, stirs up and feeds every base human desire and emotion, right across the full spectrum. I was once told by a very successful business man that the driving force; the engine; the greatest virtue, of business, is greed, but we read in;

(6) Rom.12:2 “Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may prove (or that you know) what is the will of God, what is good, and perfect, and acceptable.” (To him)
    If we don’t obey that Word, we’re in grave danger of spiritual death, which, for us who have believed God, is the worst kind of death imaginable. So remember;

(7)  Rom.8:6 “To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.”
    Many of these base human desires and lusts are listed in God's Word, and are contrasted with the fruit of the Holy Spirit. If we are spiritually awake, then we can clearly see that this dramatic contrast serves to highlight the very great difference between God's character and the Devil's. 

    But for us to be completely spiritually awake we must first be willing to obey God’s Word which tells us in;

(8) Col.3:5-9 “Put to death what is earthly in you; fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these we once walked, when we lived in them. But now, put them all away, anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices.”

    Because it’s only when we have that spirit of obedience, that we can put on the real character of our God;

(9) Col.3:12-17 “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness and patience, forbearing one another, and if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other. As the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these things, put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace off Christ rule in your hearts, to which you were called in the one body, and be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns, and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father, through him.”
    We must understand, we must completely believe, and we must steadfastly bank our eternity on the truth of all God’s Word to us. And in the context of the world being our arch enemy, we must trust completely in his judgment on what’s right or wrong, especially those things we read of in;

(10) Gal.5:19-21 “Now the works of the flesh are plain; fornication, licentiousness, impurity, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissention, party spirit, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like. I warn you, as I warned you before, those who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God,”

And this trust must be a complete trust in that same Spirit of the Word, the Spirit of Christ, to produce in us those wonderful fruits listed in;

(11) Gal.5:22-24 “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control; against such there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.”
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Third Enemy: THE FLESH; Sect 4D

    By 'the flesh' I mean the old sin nature which we inherited from the Devil, through our natural parents, when the man and woman believed him in the garden, instead of God. But remember the Word in; 

(1) lPet.l:18 “You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as that of a Lamb without blemish or spot.”

    Don’t be surprised that this flesh always fights our new nature. 

(2) Gal 5:17 “The desires of the flesh are against the spirit, and the desires of the spirit are against the flesh. These two are opposed to one another to prevent us doing what we want.”
    And the fruits in the flesh our old lives were very obvious, and not just to us.

(3) Gal.5:19-20 “The works of the flesh are plain; fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissention, party spirit, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like. I warn you, as I warned you before, those who do these things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
    Its rewards to us are a lot of things we could very well do without, to put it mildly. 

(4) Rom.8:5-8 “Those who live according to the flesh set their mind on the things of the flesh. Those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death. To set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. The mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, it does not submit to God’s law, because it cannot.”
    The desires of the flesh are the prime cause, even now, of all the temptations we have to face day by day, and the prime cause of all the misery and suffering around us. So don't just blame the devil. 

(5) Jas.1:13-15 “Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted by evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured, and enticed by his own desires. Then desire, when it has conceived, gives birth to sin, and sin when it is full-grown brings forth death.”
    The flesh wages war against our souls; our very lives;

(6) lPet.2:11 “I beseech, you as aliens and exiles, to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your souls.”

    This war goes on within us.  And even though that old self was crucified with Christ, it will carry on and scream, all the way to the end. Remember again;

(7) Gal.5:17 “The desires of the flesh are against the spirit, and the desires of the spirit are against the flesh. These two are opposed to one another to prevent us doing what we want.”
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BUT WHAT MUST WE DO AGAINST THESE THREE?
First enemy, the Devil: Sect 5A
    We must put on the Lord's strength, by acting in faith on his Word. Make his strength your strength and don't let the devil con you into believing that you can get stronger and better of yourself, and that then he won't be able to affect you. That's a lie. The truth is we must learn to depend more and more on our God, and to draw continually on his strength. It's not a matter of praying, 'Lord make me better', but of having an attitude that says, 'Lord I can't do this thing myself, I need you to do it for me and through me.'

(1) Eph.6:10 “Be strong in the Lord, and in the strength his might.

(2) Phil.4:13 “I can do all things in Christ who strengthens me.”
    Remember the words of Jesus in; 

(3) Jh.l5:5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is who bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”

    And let him teach you the truth of his words in;

(4) Jh.l4:10 “-- the Father who dwells in me does his works.”

    It is absolutely vital for us to come to really know the truth contained in;

(5) Rom.7:18 “I know that nothing good dwells in me; that is in my flesh. I can will to do what is right, but I cannot do it.”

     And how vitally important it is for us to obey;

(6) Eph 6:11-18 “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil; for we are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the power, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand in the evil day, and having done all, to continue to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your minds with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the equipment of the gospel of peace. Besides these, take the shield of faith, with which you can quench all the flaming darts of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making intercession for all the saints.”
    Plus, we need to understand how we’re to obey;

(7) Jude 20 “Build yourselves up in your most holy faith; praying in the Holy Spirit.” 

    That, of course, is building up our faith in the truth God's Word, primarily by remembering, or reminding ourselves, of his faithfulness to that Word, and then by sharing with others, and listening to them share the fantastic grace and faithfulness of our God and Father in their lives. 

Holy = whole or complete.
    For me, it’s a great help in this area to mediation on the scriptures like;

(8) Ps.103:1-5 “Bless the Lord O my soul, and all that is within me bless his holy name. Bless the Lord O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good as long as you live, so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”
    It is vital for you and I to maintain faith in God's Word at all times; remembering his faithfulness and talking about it, especially to ourselves.  

    After all, you are the most important person you can witness to, so that your witness to others is then of something that’s real, currant, and concrete in your life; not something that’s old hat and out of date.

    Learn to exhort yourself as the Psalmist did in;

(9) Ps.42:5 “Why are you cast down my soul, and why are you troubled within me.”

    Remember;

(10) 1Jh.5:4 “Whoever is born of God overcomes the world, and this is the victory that overcomes the world, our faith.”
    And;
(11) Heb.2:1 “We must pay close attention to what we have heard, lest we drift from it.”
    Finally, RESIST, RESIST. 

(12) Jas.4:7 “Submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee.”
    And take firm hold of the truth of;

(13) 1Jh.4:4 “Little children, you are of God, and you have overcome the spirit of antichrist, for he who is in you is mightier than he who is in the world.”
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What we must do against these three enemies;

Second enemy, the World; Sect 5B
    Refuse to love the world, or the things of the world. Here we are talking about the quite legitimate things it has to offer. We're not talking about just having them, but about loving them; about overly desiring them. Learn to hold your possessions very, very loosely. God may want them at any time. And they are his after all. 

(1) Ex.19:5 “If you will obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my own possession among all peoples; for all the earth is mine.”
    Refuse the world's friendship. 

(2) 1Jh.2:15-17 “Do not love the world, or the things of the world. For if anyone loves the world, love of the Father is not in him. For all that is of the world, the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the eyes, and the pride of life, are not of the Father, but of the world. And the world passes away, and its lusts with it, but he who does the will of God abides for ever.”
    It's so easy to get caught up in striving after man's approval of us, and his opinion of us. The only approval worth having is our God's.

(3) Pro.18:24 “There are friends who pretend to be friends, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.”

    The cost of the world's friendship, in spiritual terms, is far too high, making us God's enemy. 

(4) Jas.4:4 “Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”
    Refuse to be preoccupied with the cares, pleasures and riches of life in this world. Including those connected with our natural families, our homes, our work, our business, our recreation etc. Again the cost is too high.

(5) Matt.13:22 “As for what was sown among thorns, this is he who hears the Word, but the cares of the world, and the delight in riches choke the Word, and it proves unfruitful.”

(6) Luke 8:14 “As for what fell among thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.”

(7) Matt.6:19-21 “Do not lay up treasures on earth where moth and rust consume, and where thieves break in and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven where moth and rust do not consume, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
    Always remember, the world hates us, because it hated our Lord and Master, our Saviour and Friend, so how can we have any regard for it! 

(8) Jh.15:18-21 “If the world hates you, know that it hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but you are not of this world, because I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word which I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me they will persecute you. If they keep my Word, they will keep yours also. But all this they will do to you, because they do not know him who sent me.”
(9) Jh.3:16-21 “For God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that it might be saved through him. 

    He who believes in the Son is not condemned; he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the Son of God. 

    And this is the judgment, that light has come into the world, but men loved darkness, rather than light, because their deeds are evil. For everyone who does evil, hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 

   But he who does what is true, comes to the light, that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been wrought in God.”
SPIRITUAL WARFARE 

Third enemy, the Flesh; Sect 5C
    “Take every thought captive”; every thought, every desire, every hope, every dream, because they all begin in our minds. Take them captive and don't allow them free course in your mind, but rather bring all of them into subjection to the Word of God, Jesus Christ.

(1) 2Cor.l0:5 “We destroy arguments, and every proud obstacle to the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive in order to obey Christ.”

(2) Jh.1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

    Remember, there is no use hoping the flesh will submit, it will not, it must be forced into subjection by being continually denied any rights in us. 

(3) Rom.8:7 “The mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, it does not submit to God’s law, indeed it cannot.”
    Refuse to gratify the flesh or make any provision to cater to its passions and desires, which are hell bent on destroying our new nature. 

(4) lPet.2:11 “I beseech you as aliens and exiles to abstain form the passions of the flesh which wage war against your souls.”

(5) Rom.13:14 “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh to gratify its desires.”

(6) Gal.5:16-17 “Walk by the Spirit, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh; for the desires of the flesh are against the spirit, and the desires of the spirit are against the flesh. These are opposed to one another to prevent us from doing what we would,”

(7) Rom.8:5-6 “Those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, set their minds on the things of the spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.”
    Sow to the Spirit, not to the flesh. 

(8) Gal.6:8-10 “He who sows to the flesh will, from the flesh, reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will, from the Spirit, reap eternal life. And let us not grow weary in well doing, for in due season we will rep if we do not loose heart. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, but especially those of the household of faith.”

(9) Rom, 6:12-13 “Do not let sin rule in your mortal bodies, to obey their passions. Do not yield your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but yield yourselves to God as men who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments of righteousness.”

    But how do we do this? Do we expect to just go up to people, like those at work, and start talking to them about Jesus? While this does happen from time to time, usually because someone else has done the hard work before us of preparing the ground and sowing the Good Seed, 

(10) Jh.4:37-38 “Jesus said, here the saying holds true, ‘One sows, another reaps,’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not labour, others have laboured, and you have entered into their labour.”

    Nevertheless, most of the time, we must do the hard work ourselves.

    So how do we prepare the ground for sowing? First, our lives must clearly show the fruits of what we want to say. The love of God for all mankind must be clearly seen in us.

(11) Col.3:14 “Above all these, put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.”

    His compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness and patience must be worn like a garment, to be seen by all. 

(12) Col.3:12 “Put on then as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness and patience.”

    His joy and peace must radiate from us, especially in very hard and painful times, giving light and hope to all who are truly seeking. It's these things which man’s heart craves for. 

(13) Matt.5:14-16 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do men light a lamp to put it under a barrel, but on a lamp stand that it may give light to all who are in the house. Let your light shine before men, in such a way, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
    If you do this, then hungry hearts, which have no hope, will turn to you and ask, "How come you have this hope and I don't?" 
(14) 1Pet.3:15 “In your hearts reverence Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who calls you to account for the hope that is in you. Yet do it with gentleness and reverence.”
    Keep the flesh on the cross. It certainly was crucified with Christ by faith, when you believed 

(15) Gal.5:24 “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.”
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Third enemy, the Flesh; Sect 5D
    Last time we talked about our old nature, the flesh, being crucified when we first believed the Word of God, Jesus Christ; but we must keep it there, by continually denying it any leeway in our lives. 

(1) Rom.6:12-14 “Do not let sin rule in your mortal bodies, to obey their passions. Do not yield your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but yield yourselves to God as men who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law, but under grace”
(2) Luke 9:23 “Jesus said, “If anyone comes after me, let him deny self, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.”

Give it an inch, and it will take a mile.
    Occupy your mind with spiritual, heavenly things, not worldly things.  

(3) Col.3:1-3 “If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things which are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things of earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”

(4) Rom.8:6 “To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.” 

    We should know that if we do this, all we need for life in this world will be provided.
(5) Matt.6:25-33 “Jesus said, “I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat, or what you shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not the life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap. Nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 

    And which of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow. They neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his glory was arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more cloth you, you men of little faith? 

     Therefore do not be anxious saying, ‘What shall we eat?’, or ‘What shall we drink’, or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek all these things; and your heavenly Father knows you need them all. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be yours as well.”
    Like everything else in the spiritual realm, this requires self-discipline, which is why we have been given a spirit of self-control. 

(6) 2Tim.l:7 “God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love, and of self-control.”
    Because of this we can 'put off the old' and 'put on the new', by the strength and might of the Spirit within us. 

(7) Eph.4:22-24 “Put off the old nature which belongs to your former manner of life, and is corrupt through deceitful lusts. Be renewed in the spirit of your minds. And put on the new nature, created in the likeness of God, in true righteousness and holiness.”

(8) Col.3:5-8 “Put to death what is earthly in you; fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire and covetous-ness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these we once walked, when we lived in them, but now put them all away; anger wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk out of your mouths.”

(9) Col.3:9-11 “Do not lie to one another, seeing you have put off the old nature with its practices, and have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. Here there cannot be Jew or Greek, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, or free man, but Christ is all and in all.”
(10) Col.3:12-17 “Put on then as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness and patience, forbearing one another, and if one has a complaint against another, forgiving one another. As the Lord has forgiven you, you must forgive. And above all these things, put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

    And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which you were called in one body. And be thankful. 

    Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly. Teach and admonish one another in all wisdom, singing psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

    And whatever you do in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God, the Father, through him.”

(11) Eph.3:20-21 “Now to him, who by the power at work within us, is able to do far more abundantly than all we ask or think, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever.

    But all of this will be of no lasting use in our lives unless we remember to be continually 'renewed in the spirit of our minds.' Continually taking every thought, desire and hope captive and making them come into line with the Word of God. 

(12) 2Cor.l0:5 “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive good or evil, according to what he has done in the body.”
    We must 'fight the good fight' and 'run the race' set before us. We must fight and run as those who are to receive the crown of victory.

(13) 2Tim.4:7-8 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me, the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that Day. And not only to me, but also to all who have loved his appearing.”

(14) 1Cor.9:24-27 “Do you not know that in a race, all the runners compete, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things; they do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. So I do not run aimlessly. I do not box as one beating the air, but I pummel my body to subdue it, lest having preached to others, I myself should be disqualified.”

(15) Gal.5:7 “You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?”
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BUT HOW DO WE FIGHT THOSE ENEMIES? Sect 6A
    It’s one thing knowing who our enemies are, but it’s another learning how to fight them, and it’s certainly not by our own strength or effort. After all, Jesus did say, 'Without me you can do nothing.' 

(1) Jh.15:5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is who will bear much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing,”
    So, it's only by his Spirit; the mighty Spirit of God’s Word; that we can succeed in our fight with these enemies. 

(2) Rom.8:13 “If you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if, by the Spirit, you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.”

    And we can do that because of what we’re told in;

(3) Phil.4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
    Because;

(4) Zech.4:6 “It is not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord.”

    We need close fellowship with the Spirit of Christ; we need to have our eyes fixed on his glory.

(5) 2Cor.3:18 “We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness, from one degree of glory to another, and this comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”

    We need to be fully aware of his mighty power in us!

(6) Eph.3:20 “The power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think.”
WEAPONS
    To win this war, we must be properly armed. 

(7) 2Cor.10:4 “The weapons of our warfare are not of this world but have divine power to destroy strongholds.” 

    These weapons are based on the equipment that the Roman soldier carried, and fall into two categories.
First, defensive:
The Helmet of salvation;

    As we've said before, one of the most common ways for Satan to attack us is through our thoughts. At the risk of stating the obvious, our thoughts are in our heads; in our minds; and so we have this 'helmet of salvation', which is not just the belief that we are saved, but the certain knowledge of that fact. By having this fixed securely in our minds, we are protected from Devil inspired doubts. It does however take discipline and practice to keep that helmet securely in place. 

(8) Eph.6:17 “Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.”

    We must constantly remind ourselves of the truth of;

(9) Rom.8:1-4 “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, for the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and death. 

    For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do, sending his own Son, in the likeness of sinful flesh, as an offering for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the just requirements of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

Next, the Breastplate of righteousness:

    The breastplate protects the heart and lung areas of the soldier, those vital areas where a wound is usually fatal. If the Devil can succeed in convincing us that we are somehow not righteous before God, he has us in deep trouble, and at best we will be unable to rescue sinners from their lost state. So we will be very ineffective soldiers and in grave danger of loosing our own lives, having lost faith in the work of Jesus Christ, thereby virtually denying him, and his work on Calvary. 

(10) Eph.6:14 “Stand; having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness.”

(11) Gal.3:6 “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”

(12) 2Tim.2:12 “If we endure, we shall also reign with him, if we deny him, he also will deny us.”
The Loincloth of truth:

    The loincloth was worn to support and protect the genital area, or the reproductive organs of the human body. In the same way, the truth of God's Word supports and protects our new spiritual reproductive abilities. If we move away from the truth, for whatever reason, we become spiritually sterile and lose the ability to have spiritual intercourse with God so as to bear spiritual children for him. 

    But the only way that close spiritual intercourse with the Father is possible is through Jesus Christ.

(13) Jh.l4:6 “Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father but by me.”

And again;

(14) Jh.15:1-8 “I am the vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that bears no fruit, he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit, he prunes that it may bear more fruit. 

    You are already made clean by the words I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 

    I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is who bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 

    If a man does not abide in me, he is cast out as a branch and withers, and the branches are gathered and thrown into the fire and burned. 

    If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you will and it will be done for you. 

    By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples.”

    Remember the words of Jesus recorded for us in;

(15) Jh.8:31-32 “Jesus said to those who believed in him, “If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 

(16) Jh.8:36 “If the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
Free, and above everything else, free to have sweet intercourse with our God, in Jesus Christ!
SPIRITUAL WARFARE 

WEAPONS: DEFENCIVE: Sect 6B

(1) Eph.6:15 “Have your feet shod with the equipment of the gospel of peace.”
    But how does the gospel of peace equip us for war?  It fills us with the one thing that the whole world craves, peace, perfect peace.  We can so easily lose our appreciation of this wonderful gift if we don't 'go into the entire world' as Jesus commanded us. When we experience again the awful turmoil and strife that fills so very many lives, we can surely appreciate more what our God has done for us.
    It is easy to be confused as to why this peace is equated with boots or shoes, but the reason is very simple.  It is this peace with God, which gives us peace with ourselves, and with our brothers and sisters in Christ, and thereby makes it possible for us to walk through the rocky, hard places of abuse and ridicule; to climb the mountains of difficulty and hardship, which will invariably come our way as we go through life, but which increase enormously in number and frequency when we strike out into enemy territory. This peace, in the face of strife and disaster, is what is so beautiful in the eyes of those who don't have it. 

(2) Is.52:7 “How beautiful upon the mountain are the feet of those who bring good tidings, who publish peace, who bring good tidings of good, who publish salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
    Though it’s not mentioned in Ephesians, nevertheless, real, genuine fellowship with God, and with our brothers and sisters is vital for us. We’re told about this in;

(3) Heb.10:25 “Do not neglect to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encourage one another, and all the more as you see the Day of the Lord approaching.”

    It speaks for itself. Its vitalness is obvious. It's not good for man to be alone.

(3) Gen.2:18 “The Lord God said, “It is not good for man to be alone, I will make a helper fit for him.”

    And again we’re told in;

(4) Ecc.4:9-12 “Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. If they fall, one will lift up the other, but woe to him who is alone when he falls, and does not have another to lift him up. Again, if two lie together, they are warm, but how can one be warm alone. And thought a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him. A threefold cord is not easily broken.”

(5) Prov.27:17 “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.”

(6) Ex.17:8-12 “When Amalek came and fought with Israel, Moses said to Joshua, “Choose men for us and go out and fight Amalek; tomorrow I will stand on the hill with the rod of God in my hand.” So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought with Amalek, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill. Whenever Moses lifted up his hands, Israel prevailed, and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses hands grew heavy, so they took a stone and placed it under him, and he sat on it, and Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one side, the other on the other side. And they held his hands steady till the going down of the sun. And Joshua mowed down Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.”

(7) Matt.18:19-20 “If two of you on earth agree about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven, for, where two or three of you are gathered in my name, there I am in the midst.”
    The 'Blood of the Lamb' is a weapon, the power and far reaching effects of which are not very often understood or appreciated. Yet it is an offensive weapon so powerful that the Devil cringes and flees at the mention of it by the saints. 

    When we understand that we, as priests of the new covenant, have the right to sprinkle the blood of the lamb, by faith, and when we realise how much the Devil hates this, then we find we can send Satan fleeing from us, by calling it down on him, through faith. 

(8) Rev.12:10-11 “I heard a loud voice in heaven saying, “Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of the brethren has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony, by their willingness to live their lives for him, and if necessary dying for him.” (Ex.12:3-7&13)
(9) Jh.l:29 “John the baptizer said of Jesus, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”

(10) Rev.5:9-10 “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood did ransom men for God from every tribe, and tongue, and people and nation, and have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on earth.”

It reminds him so vividly of the utter defeat he suffered at Calvary.
    This is also a very powerful defensive weapon, protecting us from the attacks of the Angel of Death. 

(11) Ex.12:13 “The blood shall be a sign for you, upon the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall fall upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.”
The 'Word of our testimony' is our witness to the power and might of God's salvation, when backed by the visible outworking of it in our lives. It is this, which gives hope to those who still sit in the darkness of spiritual ignorance and slavery, and which also overthrows the giants of fear and anxiety that confront so many today. 

(12) Rev.12:11 “The saints have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony.” 

(12A) 1Sam.17:41-45 David and Goliath! 

(12B) Dan.3:1-25 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego at Nebuchadnezzar golden statue!

    The Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God; the Truth: Know it and use it fully. The enemy may argue with it, but persist as Jesus did, and you will conquer. 

(13) Eph.6:17 “Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God,

(14) Heb.4:12 “The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

(15) Matt.4:1-11 Jesus, temped by the devil.

(16) Ps.149:6 “Let the high praises of God be in your mouths, and a two-edged sword in your hands.”
Pray in the Spirit at all times.
    What can we say, if a soldier's lines of communication with his commander are broken, he's got real problems.  But, unlike human soldiers, we have direct, instant contact with our supreme commander at all times, day and night.  He never sleeps.  Everything we could ever need is ours for the asking, through Jesus Christ. He even reminds us to call on him. 

(17) Eph.6:18 “Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To this end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplications for all the saints.”

(18) 1Thes.5:17 “Pray constantly.”

(19) Jude V20 “Build yourselves up in your most holy faith. Pray in the Holy Spirit.

(20) Rom.8:26 “The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know hope to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for the saints with sighs too deep for words.”
    Don't be so foolish as to neglect this. If you do, you will suffer spiritually for it and the Devil will have a field day in your life. 'Pray in the Spirit at all times' means simply, being in ‘a spirit of prayer always’, remembering that without Jesus we can do absolutely nothing good.
SPIRITUAL WARFARE 

WEAPONS: OFFENCIVE; Sect 6C

    We must never view spiritual warfare as just being passive, but rather as being pro-active;

(1) Acts 2:21 “And it shall be that whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

(2) Prov.18:10 “The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run into it and are safe.”

(3) Ps.34:6 “This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.”
    If we do these things then we will see fulfilled in our lives the truth of;

(4) Ps.91:4 “He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.”

    And we must never view spiritual warfare as being just defensive we must take the fight to the enemy, and obey;

(5) Mk.16:15 “Go into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation.” 

And we do this especially by the way we live our lives!

    But a silent witness will never be enough; we must speak of what our God has done in our lives;

(6) Jude V22-23 “Convince some who doubt. Save some, by snatching them out of the fire. On some have mercy, with fear, hating even the garment spotted by the flesh!”
    But this must always come from a grateful, joyful heart;

(7) 2Chron.20:22 “When they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set an ambush against their enemies, and they were destroyed.” 

(8) Ps.149:6 “Let the high praises of God be in your mouths, and a two-edged sword in your hands.” 

    Remembering at all times that it is faith in the truth of God’s Word to us, in Jesus Christ, which is the power source for all spiritual weaponry.

(9) Heb.11:6 “Without faith it is impossible to please God, and whoever would draw near to him must believe that he exists, and that he rewards those who seek him.” (Diligently! KJ)

(10) Eph.6:16 “Take the shield of faith with which you can quench all the flaming darts of the evil one.” 

That is, the shield of faith in the truth of God’s Word;

    We must never forget that endurance is vital for our survival;

(11) Matt.10:22 “You will be hated by all for my name’s sake, but he who endures to the end will be saved.”

    Remembering Jesus’ example, so that we may to learn how to do this;

(12) Heb.l2:2 “Look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfector of our faith, who, for the joy that was set before him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is now seated at the right hand of God.”

    But in all of this, as in every other area of our spiritual lives, we must always remember the new covenant which we’re now under, so the we may share in Peter’s blessing, as recorded for us in;

(13) Mk.16:17 “Blessed are you Simon, son of Jona, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.”
FINALLY – WE MUST BE SPIRITUALLY CLEAN
    Because we must understand what the Spirit is saying to us in;

(14) Eph.5:5 “Be sure of this; no fornicator, or impure man, or one who is covetous (that is an idolater), has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.”

    And again;

(15) Rev.21:8 “As for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted, as for murderers, fornicators, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their lot shall be in the lake which burns with fire, and sulphur, which is the second death,”

    Never forgetting;

(16) 2Tim.2:21 “If anyone purifies himself from what is ignoble, then he will be a vessel fit for noble use, consecrated and useful to the master of the house, ready for any good work.”

    Remembering what we’re told in;

(17) 1Jh.1:7-9 “If we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sin, he is faithful as just, and will forgive us our sins, and cleans us from all unrighteousness.”

    And again not forgetting who it is we’re serving;

(18) Rev.1:5 “Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first born from the dead, and the ruler of the kings on earth.”

    Holding firmly to the truth of;

(19) 1Pet.1:18-19 “You know you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as that of a Lamb without blemish or spot.

    The same one that’s talked about in;

(20) Eph.5:25-26 “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church, and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the Word.”

    And the one who said in;

(21) Jh.l5:3 “You are already made clean by the word which I have spoken to you.”

    Finally, one sobering thought;

(22) Ezek.21:24 “You have made your guilt to be remembered, because your sin is uncovered, so that in all your ways your sin appears.”
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